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Paffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Majefty’sProvince 
of the Maffachu/etts-Bay in New-England : Begun and Held at Bofton upon 
Wednefday the twenty-fifth Day of May 1 743, and continued by Ad- 

* journment to Thurfday the eighth Day of September followin 
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| (ih AO) TSS O se bet Ba dW hae a 
» |. An A& for ere&ing of Work-Houfes for 
| _ the Reception and Employment of the 
| Idle and Indigent. 


JHEREAS the ereéting of Houfes for the Entertainment and Empiloy- 

_ ment of idle and flothful Perfons who refufe to exercife any lawful Calling 
: er, Bufine/s whereby to fupport themfelves and Families, and of the Poor Preamble, 

b ~~ “and Indigent that want Means to employ themfelves, may be of great 

| Advantage to the Publick, and more efpecially to the Towns that foall be concern’d 
in. fuch an Underiakiug + | 


‘ _ Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council and any gogte 
oule of Weprelentatives, That whenfoever any Town within this Pro- Town may 
vince fhall fee meet to ereét or provide an Houfe for the Purpofe before men- ere 2 Work- 
4 tioned, fuch Town fhall be and hereby is authorized and impowered fo to do ; Le 
& as alfo at their publick Meetings for the Choice of Town Officers in theMonth anh &c, 
Ah | of March annually, to chofe five feven or nine Overfeers of faid Houfe, who ‘ 
fhall have the Infpection, Ordering and Government thereof, with Power of 
appointing a Mafter and needful Affiftants for the more immediate Care and 
Overfight of the Perfons received into, or employed in faid Houfe : which Overfeersmay 
Overfeers once in everyMonth,and at otherTimes asOccafion fhall require, fhall ™ak« gene 
a affemble together to confider and determine of the moft proper Methods for reste 
. the Difcharge of their Office; and at their {tated monthly Meetings fhall have tach Houte. Bs 
P| Power to make needful Orders for the Regulation of fuch Houle, which Orders 
fhall be binding till the next publick Meeting of the Inhabitants of fuch Town 
(to whom fach Orders fhall be prefented for Approbation) and when by them 


approved fhallbe obligatory until revoked by faid Town. | 
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ib be it further enacted, That when any Number of Towns thall agree 
(at their joint Charge and for their common Benefit) to ereét or provide a 
Work-Houfe for the Employment of Perfons refiding in fuch Towns that are 


~ indigent or idle, or to purchafe Land whereon to ereét fuch Houfe and for the 


Accommodation of it, they fhall be and hereby are vefted with Authority fo 
todo; andthe Regulation Infpection and Government of fuch Houfe-when 
erected, erdering the needful Repairs of it, with Power of appointing aMafter 
and other Affiftants, and him gy.them (in Cafe of any irregular Behaviour, Iaca- 
pacity, or other juft Caufe) to remove from their refpective Offices or Trutts, 
fhall be in the Hands of the Overfeers to be from Year to, Year {pecially ap- 


pointed or chofen by the feveral Towns concerned at their anniverfary publick ~ 


Meetings in the’Month of March; each Town to choofe five, unlefs all the 
Towns engaged in the Undertaking fhall agree upon any other Number or 


Proportions ; and in Cafe of the Death of anyOverfeer, or his removal out of — 
the Town for which he was appointed, the Vacancy thercby made may be 


fupply’d by fuch Town at any other publick Meeting ; and if any Town or 


Towns concern’d, fhall negleét to choofe fuch Overeers, in fuch Cafe thePer- — ; 
fon or Perfons chofen by the other Towns may proceed in all Affairs of {aid 


Houle, any fuch Neglect or Refufal notwithftanding. 


Bet! ee 


and be it further enacted, nT har there be flated Quarterly Meetings of ! 


all the Overfeers on the firft Tuefday of the Months of April, Fuly, Ofober 
and Fasuary, from Year.to Year, to be held at the Work-Houfe, in order to 
infpect the Management thereof,and for the ordering theAffairs of faidHoufe ; 
and befides thefe {tated Meetings, intermediate Meetings (to be held at the 
Work-Houfe) may be called (when Need requires) by the Overleers of any 
Town concern’d, due Notice of the Time and Occafion thereof being given 
to the reft'in fuch Way and Manner as fhall be agreed’ on by the Overfeers at 
any General ftated Meeting. , . 


Gnd be it further enacted, That the Overfeers when duly afflembled 
may choofe a Moderator to regulate the Bufinefs of theMeeting,who thal! have 
a Voice in Matters voted or tranfacted by the Overfeers, in Cafe only. of an 
Equi-Votes and at their firft generalMeeting in everyYear fhall likewife choofe 
a Clerk to enter and record all Votes and Orders that from Time to Time 
fhall be made and paffed by the Overfees, who fhall be fworn to the faithful 
Difcharge of his Truft. eee eT Caen ; 


And be it further enacted, That the Overfeers for the Time being ata 
general quarterly Meeting (whereat one half at leaft of the whole Number. of 
Overfeers fhall be prefent) fhall have Power to make needful and reafonable 
Orders and By-Laws (not repugnant to the Laws of this Province) for the bet- 


_ ter and more decent regulating the faid Houfe, and well ordering the Affairs 
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of its which Orders fhall be binding until the Expiration of theYear for which 
fach Overfeers fhall be chofen, or until they fhall be by them revoked : and at 
fuch Meeting may likewife agree with the Mafter or other Affiflants, and or- 
der meet Allowance for their Care and Service during the Term for which 
fuch Overteers fhall be chofen, or fuch further Term as the Towns concern’d 
fhall agree 5) all other Matters of Jefg Importance relating to the faid Houfe, 
may be tranfacted at any other Meetings duly warned, when but feven of the 
Overfcers are prefent ; ubje€t neverthelefs to be altered or reverfed at any ge- 


_ neral {tated Meeting, 


‘And beit further enacted, That the yearly Stipend or Allowance to the 
Matter and Affiftants over and above what is provided for by this A@ for 
their Care and Trouble, together with the Charge of keeping the Houfe in 
Repair, fhall be paid by the feveral Towns concerned in Proportion as they 
Lita ah A oka fet 
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“fer or rated in the Province Tax at the Time when fuch Rep 

made,or fuch Allowance ftated by the Overfeers, or in fuch otherProportion as ieee 
all the Towns concern’d {hall agree, and the Town orlowns refuling LUCE: “Aliencete 
leGting to advance their refpective Proportion of fuch Allowance or other rhe Maftec 
Charges before mentioned, after they fhall have been ftated and adjufted by the a4 Charge | 
Overieers, the fame may be recovered of fuch delinquent Town or Towns (in on Bir Gros 
any Court proper to try the fame) by Aétion to be brought by the Perfon or hall be de- 
Perfons whom the Overfeers may appoint for that Purpote, freyed. 


Gnd be it further enacted,* That any three or more of the Overfeers in Pus 
any Town already provided with fuch a Houle, and of the Overfeers in any Ger aes 
Town that (either by themielves or in Conjunction with other Towns) Shall concern’d im- 
hereafter erect a Work-Houfe, be and they are hereby dire€ted and impowred powred to 
to commit to fuch Fioufe (by writing under the Flands of the faid Overfeers) fu ee ‘le 
to be employ’d and govern’d according to the Rules and Orders of the Houle Work Hoafe 
any Perfon or Perfons ( refiding in fuch Town) that hereafter in this Act are : 
declared liable to be fent thither : Provided that no greater Number of Perfons 

belonging to any Town be received into the Houfe than fuch Town’s Propor- 

tion of faid Houfe (to be allotted them) can accommodate, when the receiving 


them will exclude or incommode fuch as belong to other Towns. 


anv ve it further enacted, That the Perfons who fhall be liable to be G,a1festion 
fent to, employed and governed in any Work-Houfe erected or to be erected of Peifont 
by one or more Towns, purfuant to this or any former Act, are all Poor and liable to be 
indigent Perfons, that are maintained by or receive Alms from the'Town ; alfo fen thither, 
all Perfons able of Body to Work (and not having Exftace or Means otherways 
to maintan themfelves) who refufe or neglect fo to do, live a diffolute or va- 
grant Life, and exercife no ordinary or lawful Bufinefs or Calling whereby to 
gain an honeft Livelihood ; and all fuch as having fome rateable Eftate but not 
enough to qualify them to vote in Town Affairs, do neglect the due Care and 
Improvernent of it, and by confuming their Time and Money in_publick 
Houfes to the Negleét of their proper Bufinefs, or by otherways mifpending 
what they earn to the Impoverifhment of themfelves or Families, are likely to 


become chargeable to the Town. 
Towns neg- 


Gnd it is hereby Curther provided andenactedD, That if any Town Raced babe 
fhall refufe or neglect to provide their Proportion of the needful Furniture for B cealaeibe 
fuch Houfe, or of the Materials, Implements and other Neceffaries for carrying Marerials,&¢c 
on the Work there to be performed, according to their Agreement, or as fhall deprived ot 
be ordered by the Overfeers, fuch Town fhall be deprived of the Priviledge of Bist 
fending any Perfon thither, until fuch Time as they fhall comply with fuch Pertons ep 


Order or Agreement. . Fie ther. 


anv be it further enacted, That befides the aforefaid Proportion of The Mafter 
Materials 8c. to be found by the Towns concerned, each Town may likewife to keep the 
provide fuch Materials, Implements and Tools for Work as the Overfeers for ee fe 
fuch Town fhall judge any Perfon by them committed to faid Houfe can be ee 
employed about with moft Profit and Advantage, during his or her Abode thofe fent by 
there ; and the Matter of the Houfe fhall receive {uch Materials and keep them other Towns, 
feperate and.apart from thofe that fhall be fent by any other Town, and fhall.., 4. ac. 
be accountable to the Overfeers of each Town concerned,as well for the Pilea chrablator 
Stock as for all Profits and Earnings that fhall be made by the Labour of thofe the prime 
(belonging, to fuch Town) under his Care ; and fhall keep a Regifter of the Stock and 
Names of the Perfons committed to fuch Work-Houfe, with the Time of their ©**°78* 
being received into and difcharged from it,and of theirEarnings by theirLabour, To keep a 


that fo the fame may appear to any of the Overfeers whenfoever they fhall fee Regitter, &c. 
. Caule 
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cancers Caufe to infpeé&t them ; and all Controverfies between the Matter or Keeper of 
eCtwixt rhe Fae . 


any Town — General Meeting, : 
how to be de- ips 
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ath: Povertlted? vari totigubanci 19st. tas ron et 
ee Ind be it further enacted, . That no ‘Town shall be atCharge for theSup- 
BachTown '° port or Relief of any Perfon committed to faid Houte,. who was not fent thi- 


Charge of _ ther by the Overfeers belonging to fuch Town 3..nor. any); Perfon orderly 


fapporting | committed to it, fhall be difcharged from’ it, “but by the Overfeers by 
{uch asthey whom he was committed, or bythe Qverfeers--ata General Meeting, 
iiewes tothe or otherwile by the Juftices. of the, Court; of. General Sefions of the 
oufe eae aD us Lae a 2a a) ; yrs 
How Perfons Peace in the fame County, upon Application tojthem made for that Purpofe ; 
: committed and every Perfon fo committed (if fit and able to “ Work) fhall be held and kept 
eA may be di’ ftritly and diligently imployed in Labour, during his or her abode there ; and 
ees in Cafe they be idle and fhall not duly perform fuch Tafk or Stine as thall be 
mitted to be reafonably affign’d them, or fhall be ftubborn and diorderly, fhall be punifh’d 
Kept to La- according to the Orders that fhall be made for the ruling, governing,and punifh- 
eer fethey 9S Of the Perfons there to be committed, not repugnant to the Laws of this 
be idle or di Province, 228 aéo: Vera? basoia, sq 7) sina sb 
orderly, to be ef 2m doui ahocame . 
punished, Gno be it further enacted, That one third Part of the Profits or Earn- 
5 ings of the Work done by the Perfons detained in faich Houfe, fhall be to the 
pres Madiss Mafter for and towards his Support, over and above fuch further annual Stipend 


‘Third of the 25 the Overfeers fee meet to order and allow him as before mentioned for his 
Earnings. | Care and Service. o Tin 


5 


Gnd be it further enacted, That the primeStock,together with the other 

How the two Thirds of the Profits or Incomes of the Labour of the Perfons employed 
other two there, fhall be difpofed of by the Overfeers of the refpective Towns to whom 
eee it belongs, either to the Mafter in Satisfaction for hisService,Care and Expence 
the prime about the Perfons by them committed to him, and at fuch Rate as the faid 
Stock fhall Overfeers and Matter fhall agree, or for the Support of the Families of the Per- 


be ilpoted fons there detained (if any fach they have) or otherwife for the Ufe of fuch 
ma Town as Occafion fhall require, "© . 


Any Work Gnd be it further enacted, That any Work-Houfe ere&ted as aforefaid 
Hoole may be May be difcontinued or applied to any otherUfe whenfoever the Town or Towns 


difcontinuéd, concerned fhall find or judge their Circumftances require it, and fhall agree fo 
in Cafe. to do. ro : ie 5 es . , 


Provided neverthelefs, That nothing herein contained thall be conftrued 


thereof, any Priviledge or Power (with Relation to a Work-Houfe) already 
granted them by a lateLaw of this Province for thatPurpofe rhade and provided. 
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Order of His Excentency the GOVERNOUR, Covuwncrr and Houfe 
of REPRESENTATIVES. MISC COG coat mee bi 
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or underftood to abridge the Town of Bo/ton, or the Overfeers of the Poor 
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